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8 February 2022 

 

 

Ad Clerum 

 

 

Dear sisters and brothers 

 

Letter from the Dean and the Reverend Mike Uptin re Diocesan Talking Circles 

 

The Dean and the Reverend Mike Uptin have been collaborating to implement the 2021 Synod 

Motion they jointly sponsored regarding recent Appellate Tribunal determinations. 

 

The Dean and the Reverend Mike Uptin write 

 

At Synod in 2021 we were charged with devising a process of dialogue and learning to allow 

faith communities to engage with the implications of two 2020 Appellate Tribunal 

determinations and opinions.  These determinations and opinions were in relation to the 

blessing of same-gender marriages which had previously been solemnized under the Marriage 

Act of 1961. 

 

The dialogue and learning was with a view to seeing whether those of differing opinions might 

be able to continue to “play in the same sandpit” as members of the Anglican Church Southern 

Queensland.  Any such decision will be that of each individual Anglican, but we feel it is 

paramount that we at least listen to and try to understand those of differing opinions before 

making a decision. 

 

The dialogue and learning is for both laity and clergy. 

 

With all of this in mind we would like to invite you and members of your parish or ministry unit 

to one of the gatherings below [see attached letter].  Each gathering will use the “Talking 

Circle” approach and the questions to be used in the Talking Circle are attached.  To enable a 

manageable number of participants we ask that you respond to this invitation indicating the 

number of people that will be attending. 

 

It is our prayer that this process will assist us in growing as disciples of Christ, whatever the 

outcome for each of us as individuals. 

 

The full text of the letter from the Dean and the Reverend Mike Uptin, and the list of venues for the 

forthcoming Talking Circles, are attached. 
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Underpinning the 2021 Synod Resolution was a commitment to the principles of Anglican 

comprehensiveness, in which as a community we ‘welcome and respect a broad range of ideas, 

people and approaches, and are open to dialogue and learning’. 

 

I think what I said in my 2021 Address to Synod bears repeating here. 

 

Comprehensive Anglicanism tries to live with paradox and ambiguity by affirming the truth 

present in various positions which are in tension with one another. Anglicans attempt to live 

with apparent contradictions and paradoxes in the belief that God's spirit will lead us more 

fully into the larger truth in which ultimately they will be resolved. 

 

If this dynamic of ongoing tensions at the heart of Anglicanism is to be constructive and 

healthy, and not deteriorate into a state of hostile non-communication, it needs to be 

underpinned by particular spiritual dispositions, dispositions of the heart and spirit. It’s difficult 

to remain engaged with those with whom you differ. It requires a maturity to maintain 

respect, openness to the truth of their insights, preparedness to disagree and to stay in 

relationship. 

 

There must be humility. Participants must remain open to the possibility that others with 

whom they differ may have grasped something of the truth which they themselves are yet to 

see. In other words, I may learn something from you of which I am not yet aware. In this way, 

even though we disagree, I am invited to see you as a gift from God who can be a channel of 

grace to me, enabling me to grow in truth and godliness. In this way I am to treasure you as a 

means of grace, rather than merely tolerate you or worse still, seek to convert or exclude you.  

 

As St Paul reminded the church in Corinth (1 Cor 12), no one part of the church can say to 

another, ‘We don’t need you.’ And as he reminded the church in Rome (Romans 12) we who 

are many are one body in Christ. Individually we are members of one another. God gives 

diversity and variety so that the one body can be full, complete, healthy and vital.  

 

Our minds and hearts need to embrace the expectation that each other person here bears gifts 

from God for building up the body of Christ to serve God’s mission in the world. We should look 

expectantly for those gifts in each other and see each other as gifts to the body. At root these 

spiritual attitudes, these dispositions of the heart, supporting and sustaining the ongoing 

dialogue in the face of tensions and difference, are the bedrock of comprehensive Anglicanism. 

 

Such an identity and culture would provide enormous impetus to God’s mission to heal and 

renew the world. Societies around the globe are fractured and polarised in all sorts of ways. 

‘Cancel-culture’ is rife. We are desperate to hear the truth and good news that every person 

bears the image of God, is of infinite worth and that, even though we differ and disagree, it is 

possible to relate to each other with respect, generosity, patience, gentleness. 

 

I hope and pray we can embrace and cultivate such an Anglican identity throughout this 

diocese and be a shining light in the Australian Church and beyond to the world God calls us to 

serve and heal in Christ’s name. 
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Coincidently I have been reading a recent newsletter from the Taizé community in which Br Alois 

‘Proposals 2022: Becoming Creators of Unity’ is timely and relevant to our own circumstances. In his 

Proposals 2022 Br Alois says 

 

The Church is called to be a place of friendship for all. For this purpose, a radical conversion is 

necessary today out of faithfulness to the Gospel message. Christ, by his love that went to the 

point of self‐giving, opened a new wellspring from which we can draw the energy to live as 

brothers and sisters, to promote the dignity of every human being, and to take care of 

creation. Christ asks us to be, by our brotherly and sisterly communion, the sign that he came 

to unite all human beings in God’s love. 

 

I would like these proposals for 2022 to invite us to question ourselves: what role can we play 

to help unity grow in the human family and with all of creation, with those close to us, in our 

Churches and communities, and even in our own hearts? 

            (https://www.taize.fr/en_article32847.html) 

 

Br Alois outlines six proposals for 2022: 

 

1. The Joy of Receiving  

2. Fostering Dialogue  

3. We Are All Brothers and Sisters  

4. Solidarity with the Whole of Creation  

5. A Passion for Christian Unity  

6. Let God Unify Our Hearts 

 

In the Second Proposal: Fostering Dialogue we read: 

 

Helping unity to grow requires first of all creating bonds of trust. But far too osten human 

relations are imperilled by mistrust. Verbal violence is more and more common in public 

debate and in social media, and people are manipulated by fear. How should we respond to 

such aberrations? 

 

We can choose to listen and enter into dialogue. This does not mean telling the other person 

we share their opinion if this is not the case, but instead doing everything we can to continue a 

conversation with those who think differently than we do. Let us try and do all in our power to 

avoid a breakdown in dialogue. 

 

Let us resolve never to stick a label onto anyone, and never to pass on prejudices. No one 

should be reduced to a particular action or opinion of theirs. And a disagreement, even a 

radical one, can be expressed without aggression, though we must admit that at times, in the 

face of certain situations of injustice, anger must be expressed. 

 

https://www.taize.fr/en_article32847.html
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There are reflexes of protecting one’s own identity that aggravate the rists in our societies, and 

this is also true in Christian communities. Instead of defining ourselves in opposition to others, 

can we develop an identity and a sense of belonging that does not exclude openness to others? 

 

“The truest and most intimate friendship can exist between people who think differently about 

essential matters. This naturally involves an element of pain, but it makes our friend still more 

dear to us.” – From the French philosopher Jacques Maritain in 1970. 

 

For all these reasons I commend the Dean and the Reverend Mike Uptin in their Talking Circles 

initiative. There is much at stake, not least of which is staying true to the principles of Anglican 

comprehensiveness, as well as demonstrating to the wider community how to conduct respectful 

dialogue on matters of deeply held but differing moral and ethical convictions.   

 

Yours in Christ  

 
The Most Reverend Dr Phillip Aspinall AC  
Archbishop of Brisbane 
 

  
 

   
  
 

 

 


